
GOLDEN TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2008 

7:30 P.M. 
GOLDEN TOWNSHIP HALL 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Vice Chairperson Kolenda. 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

 
Roll call: Present; Terryn, Wilson, Schulte, Fuehring, Kolenda, Whitney, Ferwerda, Marciniak and Zoning Administrator Whelpley. Absent: 

Lefler. 
 

Agenda: Accepted 
 

Minutes of the August 26, 2008 meeting. Bill request that the minutes be changed to reflect that a public hearing needs to be held regarding the 
definition of legal primary use at a future date.  

Motion by Marciniak to approve the minutes of the August 26, 2008 meeting as amended, supported by Fuehring. Voice vote all ayes, motion 
carried.  

 
No new business was presented. 

 
Old Business 

A petition was presented to the Township Board at their September 9, 2008 meeting requesting that they return the amended ordinance to Section 
4.33 paragraph 3 to the Planning Commission for tighter language on the use of recreational vehicles and tents within Golden Township as well 

as language to make the ordinance more enforceable. The petition also requested that the Township provide additional resources for enforcement 
of all Township ordinances. Along with this petition there were pictures shown of various areas of the Township over the Labor Day weekend. 

The petition was signed by 26 property owners. 
 

The Township Board has requested that the Planning Commission revisit the language of Section 4.33 Paragraph 3.  
 

Helen was unable to attend the meeting but she has expressed concern regarding conflict of interest as some of the members might conceivably 
have a conflict of interest in RV use. It was voted that there was no conflict of interest. 

 
 

   Section 4.33 Recreational Vehicle Use, Paragraph 3 as amended on July 8, 2008 currently reads: 

Except as provided above, recreational vehicles shall not be moved upon any property that does 
not have a legal primary use including but not limited to a dwelling. Provided, however in RR 
and R1 RV’s shall be limited to one (1) per parcel on parcels up to and including 5,000 sq. ft, 
two (2) per parcel on parcels from 5,001sq. ft. up to and including 12,000 sq. ft., three (3) per 
parcel on parcels from 12,001 sq. ft. up to and including 1 acre, and four (4) per parcel of more 
than 1 acre. Such RV’s shall be in place no more than seven (7) consecutive days with a 
maximum of thirty (30) days per year. 
There were many comments posted on a website called silverlakeforum.com. The comments 
were predominantly anti ordinance. The township also received three emails along this same 
line. No correspondence was received on the pro side of this issue. Many people seem to feel that 
the Planning Commission is overreaching their authority. 
 
One of the concerns raised with the ordinance as it reads, is that there is no language involved 
that addresses the disposal of sewage from the RV’s and tents. 
 
Per Jake, when the tax bills are sent out in December, a copy of the ordinance as presented will 
be included. This should make sure that everyone is aware of the correct wording of the 
ordinance and hopefully answer some of the questions being raised on this issue.  
 
The Planning Commission will review this ordinance over the winter and work on addressing the 
issues raised regarding it. It is requested that the ordinance be put on the website along with an 
explanation of the changes that were made and why. 



Motion by Fuehring, support by Terryn that the Planning Commission revisit the language of 
Section 4.33 of the Zoning Ordinance. Roll call vote: Fuehring, Whitney, Schulte, Wilson, 
Marciniak, Terryn, Ferwerda, and Kolenda all yes. Motion carried. Lefler absent. 
 
The Planning Commission will also reopen the Master Plan and work on that this winter. It is 
mandatory that this be reviewed every five years and it is time for this to be done. 
 
Public input: 
Bob Henry: I was a signer of the petition. I would like to make it clear that there is no intent by any of the signers that we are trying to do away 
with having tents or rvs on parcels. From my perspective the language of that particular ordinance needed more work. There was nothing 
addressed about tents being used on parcels. The reference of the number of units based on the size of the lot seems like an enforcement 
nightmare. There are a lot of variations in the township. Maybe the needs for the area around the lake are entirely different than the needs of the 
agricultural part of the township and that needs to be taken into consideration. There was no reference in the ordinance about sanitation and 
water. I applaud you as a board to take a look at this and provide an opportunity for a wide variety of people represented in the township to be 
able to have some input. 
Walt Ashley: In the ordinance now, he is not quite sure on the language. Doesn’t it say that they can only be there seven days? Yes, seven 
consecutive days, up to 30 days per year. That will be kind of tough to watch. The problem with it is the sewer. If someone comes to visit for a 
week they are equipped to take care of their own waste. The worst that would happen would be they might let the grey water go out on the 
ground. That would apply to people who have them illegally where there is no primary use too. For me that is my concern, is where they have 
them and they leave them there all summer or leave them for months at a time and live in them. The time issue was so that we have a way of 
getting them off of there. Since this ordinance was passed, and is enforced, are you just reviewing it and may add to it? Yes. 
Don Tucker: Just wants to add that he wants to speak for a lot of people who signed the petition as property owners. He isn’t clear on how it 
became a business issue. A lot of us are property owners. Whether you agree with the wording or not, this is a property owners issue. We own 
businesses, yes, but we are also property owners. Talking to a lot of those individuals it was as a property owner in Silver Lake. Our businesses 
are doing well, we are full, things were good. We made it through a bad economy, this petition was not a business thing. 
Ron Dion: I was at the Board meeting and the way it was presented by Ted, it came off as business owners and there were a lot of business 
owners present. It came down to no tents and no RVs, and a lot of people agreed to that. Ted: no it didn’t. There was a lot of discussion back and 
forth on that. Ted: that’s baloney. That’s where it started. 
Don Tucker: I don’t think that’s accurate. I can tell you that probably 90 percent of the people at the meeting live out there. Yes we own 
businesses but this was presented from the board as business owners, but most of the people on that piece of paper signed as property owners. 
The Kleppers own three businesses but they were there as property owners. Ted came to a lot of those individuals to at least get it back to the 
Planning Commission because he wasn’t involved in that meeting where it was passed. And he was looking for support. I don’t see that meeting 
as all business owners trying to say you can’t have anything on your property or dictate what people are allowed. There are some comments on 
that blog that, I agree with Bill’s statement some intelligent and some not so intelligent and who’s to say what’s dictated on my property. I agree 
with that. That’s back to Ted’s point, we’re not trying to say that. There was a property owner at the board meeting who said there were well over 
60 people next to him for the weekend. Is 60 people too much, I wouldn’t be next to it. And grey water, yeah, it’s not that big a deal, but from the 
health department stand point it is a big deal. 
Bob Veltman: I built a cottage, 30 some odd years ago. I had to put a septic system in and it had to accommodate 2 bedrooms, as that was what I 
built. Had I built a 5 bedroom cottage, I would have had to have a much bigger septic system. There is a reason for that. If I have 2 bedrooms and 
5 tents that is like having 7 bedrooms. That is putting an awful lot of work into my septic system and if my septic system doesn’t work, where 
does that extra water go? Does it feed into the lake? This is my biggest concern. Also, 7 days and a maximum of 30 days, someone is running 
around spending all their time counting and that is going to be an impossible task. 
Walt Ashley: It doesn’t really address the issue of if someone wants to have their own rv there and aren’t using it. I see them around that have 
their slides out and it’s hard to tell if they are using them or storing them. 
Bob Herman: From what I understand we were a subject of conversation on the corner of Fox and 34th over the weekend. To get back to that 
internet stuff, I admit right off the bat, the way we heard it – no camping, we spouted off quite a bit a lot of people did. But then I took the time 
last Friday, I spent a lot of time talking to Don and Teddy, getting more of the facts. A lot of people on that sight don’t get the facts. I think that’s 
a great idea, putting something in the tax bills so all the property owners up here know. I had a problem with that just because it is winter time 
and a lot of people don’t know what’s going on up here because they’re gone. So we are making a big effort now to pay attention more to what’s 
going on up here. We have a very visible corner, everyone sees it. If the open sign is on, it means we are there. Stop in and say hi. We are up here 
to have fun. We worry about our property, the whole septic deal. We rented a porta potty because we were worried about our septic. For $66.00 
we rented a porta potty. For us to be brought up as that whole shanty town looking thing, it was a holiday weekend, there were 3 days and we had 
friends and family up. Take a picture of it that Tuesday, it was right back to the way it looks now. A lot of these things, if you got 60 people on 
your property and it gets loud, you should be able to call someone and have them enforce that, just like in campgrounds. We used to stay in Don’s 
place, and they had security that walked around, if it got too noisy. I know it’s harder to police an area like this. This is a vacation town, the more 
people the better, but also keeping up the look of the town. 
Paula Smith: A comment about the website. Do you also put it in the local paper of the progress of working on ordinance. Are the meetings and 
stuff posted in the paper? Public meetings are posted in the paper. We don’t put the progress of what we do at meetings is not published in the 
paper. Not necessarily what you do at the meetings, but you had mentioned about starting to work on it and that it was going to obviously take 
some time. My parents don’t get on the computer, for them to hear and be able to know what is going on. Our meetings are open to the public. 
The minutes are also available at the office no later than 8 days after the meeting.  
Joe Nameth: I would just like to add to the discussion. We talked about people who are property owners, I am a property owner. We have a 
house that is up for rent. When the renters come in, they will bring 4 or 5 campers in. These are not people who are family, they are friends, 
because they are splitting the rent for that week. So you have a whole group of people who come up and party on a regular and recurring basis. 
It’s a whole different situation than having your kids come up in a camper and have it there for a week. They’re only there for a week, but they’re 
there to have a good time.  
Ted Ferwerda: What would work for the homeowner? We have been working and researching this since January. What would a person be happy 



with? I realize that coming up to Silver Lake is not a hobby for you guys, it is a passion. It’s not something people just do on their spare time. 
What would work? There has got to be a happy medium between business owners, residents and agricultural. 
Dietrich Herman: You have limitations, such as 7 days or 2 weeks. But don’t try to penalize someone who has friends coming up and might 
park on their lot. Everything was quiet, there was no trouble whatsoever. So don’t come up and say you can’t have these campers here. Maybe 
you could have stages such as having one for one week, thirty days, whatever and the next stage could be for people who are only up for 3 days. 
Bill Kolenda: Let’s keep in mind, that area out there, it doesn’t matter – Labor Day weekend, Memorial weekend and 4th of July weekend – it’s 
out of control and people expect that to be a little busy and a little crazy down there. We are going to have to figure out how we are going to be 
able to put an ordinance together that everyone can live with. There are a lot of memories for families of this area. 
Brad Whitney: The whole township is not Silver Lake. Maybe the ordinance can be different for Silver Lake than it is for the rest of the 
township. Different zoning for different areas. 
Paula Smith: The idea that comes to me is that what I am hearing is that the primary concern is making sure that they are meeting whatever 
criteria you want them to meet. 
Don Tucker: I think a permit process would generate revenue. If they had to apply for a permit. Jake made a good point at last meeting about 
enforcement. Make it pretty cut and dried to improve enforcement. I think that enforcement is a long term goal.   
Carl Fuehring: This board had discussed sending out notices in the tax bills of having a permit system. We nixed it because we were so 
premature with it at that time. Jake has a lot on his plate and he can’t do permits and enforcement as well. If we are going to go to the next step of 
enforcement, we are going to have to address that. We are getting such a density of people that we have got to have some rules and regulations. If 
you have so many rules and regulations you will kill the area. Our job is to balance that. 
David Roseman: I would like to see the minutes posted on the website before they are officially approved, if that isn’t illegal. This would be 
more helpful than waiting for the approval to post. We could mark them clearly as a “draft”. 
Carl Fuehring: As to who is going to sign off on what is on the website, is a matter for discussion. 
Bob Herman: I hear a business can have up to four campsites on their property. Are they bound by the whole how big is your property or is it 
just because they have a business? How can they have more than a private land owner? 
Jake: The old section of the ordinance said that if you had a primary use on a parcel, you could have RVs on the property. We didn’t used to have 
anything about that, so people would get kicked out of campgrounds because they didn’t follow the rules and they would get 4 or 5 of them 
together and go out and buy a piece of ground and set up a campground. That is why we put the primary use in there, eliminating campers on 
open land, that way they had to have an investment in the land and pay taxes like everyone else. It went from there to limiting the number that 
they had. 
 
Motion by Whitney, support by Wilson to adjourn meeting. 
 
There being no further business to come before the commission Kolenda adjourned the meeting at 8:35 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kathy Carlson, Recording Secretary 
 


