
MINUTES GOLDEN TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
MEETING APRIL 26, 2005  

7:30 P.M. Meeting called to order.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.  

Roll call was taken.  Present: Carl Fuehring, Terry Wiegand, Helen Lefler, Leo Terryn, Bill 
Kolenda, Brad Whitney.  Also present: Jake Whelpley, Zoning Administrator.  

Minutes of Planning Commission meeting held March 29, 2005 had been distributed to Commission 
members.  Motion was made by Fuehring to waive reading of the minutes and accept them as 
submitted. Second by Wiegand . All present voted in favor of the motion; motion passed.  

Discussion of the survey of the Golden Township property owners. Terry Wiegand presented a two 
page rough draft survey.  Wiegand broke the survey down into two districts; Polk road travel 
corridor into Silver Lake and the Agricultural/Residential area. Since talking with several people, 
Wiegand offered a list of plans for the future.  The second sheet had questions pertaining to lot sizes 
and zoning ordinances.  The members discussed changes of wording on some of the questions, and 
leaving a space for the property owners to add questions or comments on any topic that concerns 
them. All the members felt that the rough draft survey was a good start to be  

st taken to the Township board.  The final draft needs to be submitted by June 1 . 

Discussion of Ordinance Amendments. Jake Whelpley stated that he is trying to get some maps for 
the master plan from West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission.  Since speaking 
with local farmers, Whelpley would like to bring back to the Township board the Agriculture and 
Low-Density Zone separation.  Other items have come up, such as public/private road situation with 
land divisions.  Township feels that private roads should be made public so they can be blacktopped 
and kept up. Another item is nonconforming lots (under 100 ft. wide). Some zoning ordinances state 
that if you own two continuous non-conforming lots they can not be divided and sold. That gives 
bigger lot sizes and more area for septic tanks and such. Lefler brought up mailing out letters to 
people within 300ft for variances. Wiegand brought up the Resort Residential zone name. Whelpley 
had suggested before to call it R1 Residential.  Lefler suggested to take another look at some of the 
other permitted uses.  Lefler also brought up the Polk Road M-Dot curb cut limits to the zoning 
ordinance.      

Whelpley had attended a advanced planning and building seminar. He brought a book called 
Advanced Zoning and Land Use in Michigan.  The seminar discussed new laws that have passed. 
Development Agreements were also discussed such as setting a defendant term for completion, 
studies, bonding required, and remedies available to the township and what damages could be 
assessed by the township. Contract Zoning, called Re-zoning Agreements, an option for a developer 
that needs a piece re-zoned with a particular project in mind. The developer agrees that  



if the township will re-zone the property that only the particular project is done and cannot be sold to 
anyone else for another project. Purchase and Transfer of Development Rights, were also discussed, 
developers are now allowed to buy rights in one area and transfer to another area.  Septic Systems 
inspections and permits were also discussed.  Whelpley also went to a meeting 2 weeks ago on 
septic systems.  Many areas are now doing septic systems for small developmental areas rather than 
larger areas.   

Whelpley will bring up to the Township board about the master plan, Agriculture/Low Density 
Zone, Open Space, and new laws that have been passed.  

There was no new or old business.  

There being no further business to come before the meeting, it was adjourned at 8:35 P.M. 


