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Chapter I 
Title, Legal Basis & Effective Date 

 
Section 1.1 Title 
 
This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the "Golden Township Zoning Ordinance." 
 
Section 1.2 Legal Basis 
 
This Ordinance was adopted pursuant to the provisions of the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act (P.A. 
110 of 2006, as amended). 
 
Section 1.3   Severability 
 
The provisions of this Ordinance are severable.  If any provision is held unconstitutional by any 
court, such holding shall not impair or affect the remaining provisions of this Ordinance. 
 
Section 1.4 Repeal 
 
This Ordinance repeals the previous Golden Township Zoning Ordinance in its entirety. 
 
Section 1.5 Effective Date 
 
This Ordinance shall become effective as of the date of publication of a notice of its adoption by 
the Golden Township Board of Trustees. 
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Chapter II 
Purpose & Interpretation 

 
Section 2.1 Purpose 
 
The purpose of this Ordinance is to promote and preserve the health, safety, security, and general 
welfare; to provide for the orderly development of the township; to encourage the use of the lands 
and resources in accordance with their character and adaptability; to limit and discourage the 
improper use of lands, buildings and other structures; to create and maintain safe and favorable 
conditions for living, economic activity, and recreational activities; to reduce hazards to life and 
property; to provide, in the interests of health and safety, standards under which certain buildings 
and structures may be erected and used; to stabilize and enhance property values; to provide for 
safety in vehicular traffic on public roadways and in public and private parking areas; to establish 
minimum standards and regulations applicable to open spaces, lot and parcel size, the location 
and use of buildings and structures, and the development of land for residential, commercial, 
recreational, industrial, institutional, public and other purposes; to facilitate the development of 
adequate systems of transportation, fire protection, education, recreation, sewage disposal, safe 
and adequate water supplies, and other public requirements; to conserve life, property and natural 
resources, and the use of public funds for public services and improvements to conform with the 
most advantageous use of land, resources and properties; and to provide standards and 
regulations intended to assist with implementation of the Golden Township Master Plan. 
 
Section 2.2 Interpretation 
 
This Ordinance is not intended to repeal, annul or impair existing provisions of other laws or 
ordinances, or any private restrictions placed upon property by covenant, deed or other private 
agreement.   
 
In those instances where this Ordinance imposes a greater restriction upon the use of  buildings or 
land, or upon the height of buildings and structures, or on lot coverage, or where this Ordinance 
requires greater lot areas or larger yards or other open spaces than required by other laws, 
ordinances or private restrictions, the provisions of this Ordinance shall prevail. 
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Chapter III 

 
Section 3.1 General Interpretation  

 
For the purpose of this Ordinance, words used in the present tense include the future tense, words 
used in the singular include the plural, and words in the plural include the singular.   
 
The term "shall" is always mandatory and not discretionary or directory.  The term, "the Township" 
shall mean Golden Township in Oceana County, Michigan.   
 
Any word or term not defined shall be defined by common or standard usage.  
 
The word "building" includes the word "structure."  The word "lot" includes the words "tract," 
"parcel" And ñbuilding siteò. Amended June 8th 2004.   
 
The words "used" or "occupied" as applied to any land or building shall be construed to include the 
words "intended," "arranged," or "designed to be used or occupied." 
 
The term adjoining lots and parcels is intended to include lots and parcels separated by highways, 
roads, streets, rivers, public utilities, and easements. 
 
The word "person" includes any individual, partnership, association, trust, or corporation, or any 
other legal entity or combination of legal entities. 
 
Section 3.2  Definitions        
 
Accessory Use 
 
A use of land that is customarily incidental and subordinate to the principal use of a lot, and that is 
located on the same lot on which that principal use is located. 
 
Accessory Building 
 
A freestanding building that is located on a lot on which a principal use or principal building is 
located, and that is devoted to and occupied by a use that is customarily incidental and 
subordinate to that principal building or use.  Examples of accessory buildings include, but are not 
limited to, detached residential garages and sheds, boat houses, snowmobile sheds, greenhouses, 
guard or gate houses, barns, and swimming pools. 
 
Adult uses 
 
This term shall include adult book stores, adult cabarets, adult motion picture theaters, massage 
establishments, not run by therapists licensed by the American Massage Therapy Association or a 
graduate of a certified School of Massage Therapy, and nude artists or photography studios. 
These terms are further defined as follows: 

A. Adult Book Store- An establishment having as a substantial or significant portion of its stock 
in trade, books, magazines, or other periodicals, videotapes, movies, or adult-related 
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novelties which are characterized by their emphasis on matter depicting, describing, or 
relating to ñspecified sexual activitiesò or ñspecified anatomical areasò as defined herein, or 
an establishment with a segment or section devoted to the sale or display of such material. 

B. Adult Cabaret- An establishment including but not limited to, a café, restaurant, or bar 
which features go-go dancers, erotic dancing, lap dancing strippers, topless and/or 
bottomless wait-staff, male or female impersonators, or similar entertainers. 

C. Adult Motion Picture Theater- An establishment presenting material distinguished or 
characterized by an emphasis on material depicting, describing, or relating to ñspecified 
sexual activitiesò or ñspecified anatomical areasò, as defined herein, for the observation by 
paying patrons. 

D. Massage Establishment- An establishment having a fixed location for business where 
persons not certified by the American Massage Therapy Association or a graduate of a 
certified School of Massage Therapy administer massages for pay. A massage is defined 
as method of treating external human body parts by rubbing, stroking, kneading, tapping or 
vibrating with the hand or any instrument. This does not include massage to the scalp, 
neck, face or shoulders. 

E. Nude Artist and Photography Studio- any premises used solely as a place which offers as 
its principal activity the providing of models to display ñspecified anatomical areasò or 
ñspecified sexual activitiesò as defined herein for artists or photographers for a fee or 
charge.                    04-09-04                                                   

F. Specified Anatomical Areas- Specified anatomical areas are defined as less than 
completely and opaquely covered: 

1. Human genitals, pubic region, buttock, and female breasts displaying the nipple 
area. 

2. Human male genitals in a discernible turgid state, even if completely and opaquely 
covered. 

G. Specified Sexual Activities 
Specified sexual activities are defined as: 

1. Human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal 
2. Acts of human masturbation, sexual intercourse, or sodomy 
3. Fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region, buttock, or female 

breasts. 
Amended June 8th 2004. 

 
Agricultural Labor Camp 
 
A lot and all buildings or structures pertaining thereto, part of which is established, occupied or 
used as living quarters for migratory laborers engaged in agricultural activities, including related 
food processing, and which may or may not be licensed under the provisions of Act 368 of the 
Public Acts of 1968, as amended. 
 
Amusement Facility  
 
A business enterprise, which may or may not include buildings and structures, where there are 
various rides, devices, and/or coin-operated games for entertainment of and/or use by patrons.  
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Basement 
 
That portion of a building partly below the grade but so located that the vertical distance from the 
average grade to the floor is greater than the vertical distance from the average grade to the 
ceiling. 
 

Bed and Breakfast Establishment 
 

A private residence that offers sleeping accommodations to the travelling public in six (6) or fewer 
bedrooms located within the residence, and that offers breakfasts to its lodgers for no additional 
cost. 
 
Boarding House 
 

A single-family dwelling where lodging and 
meals are furnished to three or more persons 
who are not members of the family occupying 
the dwelling on a weekly or monthly basis. 
 

Buildable Area 
 

That portion of a lot or building site excluding 
required yards and open space areas. 
Amended June 8th 2004. 
 
 
 

Building 
 

A structure, either temporary or permanent, having a roof supported by columns, walls, or other 
supports, which is for the purpose of housing, storing, enclosing or sheltering persons, animals, 

personal property, or for conducting 
business activities or other similar uses. 
 

Building, Principal 
 

A building within which is conducted the 
principal or main use of the lot on which it is 
located. 
 
Building Height  
 
The vertical distance from the established 
grade at the center of the front of the 
building, to the highest point of the roof 
surface if a flat roof, to the deck line for 
mansard roofs, and to the mean height 
between eaves and ridge for gabled, hip 
and gambrel roofs. 
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Campground 
 
A business or parcel that offers sites for Recreational Vehicle units or tents on a daily, weekly, 
monthly, or annual basis. Accommodations may include, but are not limited to camp store, 
swimming pool, and recreational facilities. Amended June 8th 2004 
 
Carry-Out Restaurant 
 
A business establishment which by design of physical facilities, or by service or packaging 
procedures permits or encourages the purchase of prepared ready-to-eat foods intended primarily 
to be consumed off the premises, and where the consumption of food in motor vehicles on the 
premises is not encouraged. 
 
Common Elements 
 
Portions of a condominium project and site condominium project other than the condominium units. 
Amended June 8th 2004 
 
Condominium Project 
 
Land developed and owned under the provisions of the Condominium Act (P.A. 59 of 1978, as 
amended). 
 
Condominium Project, Site 
 
A subdivision where the owner of a unit also owns the defined lot where the building is located. 
Amended June 8th 2004. 
 
Condominium Unit 
 
That portion of a condominium project designed and intended for separate ownership and use, as 
described in the master deed. 
 
Condominium Subdivision 
 
A division of land, on the basis of condominium ownership, which is not subject to the provisions of 
the Land Division Act (P.A. 591 of 1996, as amended). 
 
Development or to Develop 
 
The construction of any new building or other structure on a lot, the relocation of any existing 
buildings, or the use of a lot for any new use. 
 
Dock 
 
A temporary or permanent structure, built out and over the water, supported by pillars or pilings, 
which provides a mooring for one or more for motorboats or sailboats. 
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Drive-In Establishment, Drive-Through Establishment 
 

A business which offers goods or services to customers who purchase goods or services while 
remaining in their in vehicles. 
 

Drive-In Restaurant 
 

A business establishment which by design of physical facilities permits or encourages the 
purchase and consumption of prepared ready-to-eat foods by customers who remain in their  
vehicles.  
 

Driveway, Residential 
A driveway providing access from a public or private road to a single parcel of property. 
 (amended December 1999) 
 

Driveway, Commercial 
 

A driveway providing access from a public or private road to any business enterprise, resort, public 
or private recreational facility, governmental or institutional facility, or to any multiple family 
dwelling. 
 

Dwelling 
 

A building that is designed, occupied and used exclusively as a residence for one or more families.  
Accessory buildings, tents, automobiles, school busses, and recreational vehicles are not 
considered to be dwellings under the meaning of this definition, and shall not be utilized as such. 
Amended June 8th 2004 
 

Dwelling, Single Family 
 

A building that is designed for occupancy and use by one (1) family. 
 

Dwelling, Two Family 
 

A building that is designed for occupancy and use by two (2) families living independently of each 
other in separate dwelling units. 
 

Dwelling Multiple Family 
 

A building that is designed for occupancy by three (3) or more families living independently of each 
other in separate dwelling units. 
 

Dwelling Unit 
 

One or more rooms designed for occupancy and use as an self-contained housekeeping unit for 
one family, including kitchen, sleeping and sanitary facilities. 
 

Dwelling Unit, Senior Independent 
A separate dwelling unit in a Retirement Community building which provides a minimum of 575 
square 
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feet of floor area to be occupied by no more than two occupants who are each 55 years of age or 
older. (amended 11/30/00) 
 
Essential Service 
 
The erection, construction, alteration or maintenance by public utilities or municipal departments or 
commissions of underground or overhead gas, electrical, steam or water transmission or 
distribution systems, collection, communication, supply or disposal systems, including poles, wires, 
mains, drains, sewers, pipes, conduits, cables, towers, fire alarm boxes, police call boxes, traffic 
signals, hydrants, and other similar equipment and accessories, in connection therewith including, 
buildings  reasonably necessary for the furnishing of adequate service by such public utilities or 
municipal departments or commissions or for the public health and safety and/or general welfare. 
Amended June 8th 2004. 
 
Established Grade 
 
The average finished ground level adjoining a building or structure at all exterior walls.  When 
finished ground level slopes away from the exterior walls, grade shall be established by the lowest 
points between the building and the lot line.  When the lot line is more than ten (10) feet from the 
building, average grade shall be established by the lowest point between a building and a point ten 
(10) feet from the building. 
 
Family 
 

1. Family means one person, two persons, two unrelated persons, or where there are more 
than two persons residing in a dwelling, persons classified constituting a family shall be 
husband, wife, son, daughter, father, mother, brother, sister, grandfather, grandmother, 
grandson, granddaughter, aunt, uncle, stepchildren, and legally adopted children, or any 
combination of the above persons living together in a single dwelling unit. 
 

2. Domestic Unit: a domestic unit is a collective number of individuals living together in one 
dwelling unit whose relationship is of a regular and permanent nature and having a distinct 
domestic character or a demonstrable and recognizable bond where each party is 
responsible for the basic material needs of the other(s) and all are living and cooking as a 
single housekeeping unit. 
 

3. Anyone seeking the rights and privileges afforded a member of a family or a domestic unit 
by this ordinance shall have the burden of proof by clear and convincing evidence of each 
of the elements of a family or domestic unit. 
 

Family Day Care Home 
 
A private home in which one (1) but fewer than seven (7) minor children are received for care and 
supervision for periods of less than 24 hours a day, unattended by a parent or legal guardian, 
except children related to an adult member of the family by blood, marriage or adoption. Family 
day care home includes a home in which care is given to an unrelated minor child for more than 
four (4) hours during a calendar day. 
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Farm Building 
 
Any building or structure other than a dwelling that is located on a farm, and that is essential to and 
customarily used on farms of that type for the agricultural purposes. 
 
Flood Plain 
 
An area adjoining the channel of a river, stream, water course,  lake  or other similar body of water 
which has been or could be inundated by floodwaters. 
 
Floor Area 
 
The area of all floors computed by measuring the dimensions of the outside walls of a building 
excluding porches, patios, terraces, breezeways, carports, verandas, attached garages, and attics 
having headroom of more than six and one-half (6.1/2) feet.  For commercial buildings, areas used 
exclusively for the storage of goods or materials shall be excluded from the floor area calculation. 
Amended June 8th 2004. 
 
Garage, Commercial  
 
Any building that is not a private garage that is used for storing, repairing, servicing, cleaning, 
caring for, refinishing, reconditioning, renting, equipping, or sale of any vehicle. 
 
Garage, Private 
 
A detached accessory building, or portion of a dwelling used primarily for the storage of passenger 
vehicles by the occupants of the premises. 
 
Gasoline Service Station 
 
A business enterprise which in addition to the dispensing of vehicular fuels offers to perform 
automobile maintenance, service or repair by the business owner or owners representatives, and 
which nay offer incidental sale of merchandise, such as convenience foods and items not related 
to the maintenance, service or repair of vehicles. 
 
Group Day Care Home 
A private home in which more than six (6) but not more than twelve (12) minor children are given 
care and supervision for periods of less than 24 hours a day, unattended by a parent or legal 
guardian, except children related to an adult member of the family by blood, marriage or adoption. 
Group day care home includes a home in which care is given to an unrelated minor child for more 
than four (4) weeks a calendar year. 
 
Hazardous Substances 
 
A chemical or other material which is or may become injurious to the pubic health, safety, or 
welfare, or to the natural environment. 
 



 

GOLDEN TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE Page | 10 
 

 
Home Occupation 
 
Any profession or other occupation conducted in a dwelling which is clearly incidental and 
secondary to the use of the lot and dwelling for residential purposes, and which complies with the 
regulations established by General Provisions Section 4.25. 
 
Hotel 
 
See Motel. 
 
Inland Lake or Stream 
 
A natural or artificial lake, pond or impoundment; a river, stream or creek which may or may not be 
serving as a drain as defined by PA 40 of 1956, as amended; or any other body of water which has 
definite banks, a bed and visible evidence of a continued flow or continued occurrence of water.  
 
Junk Yard or Salvage Yard 
 
A business enterprise where junk, waste, discarded, salvaged or salvageable materials are 
bought, sold, exchanged, stored, baled, packed, disassembled, or handled, including but not 
limited to wrecked or used motor vehicles, used building materials, used equipment, and other 
manufactured goods that are worn, deteriorated, or obsolete. 
 
Keyhole Development 
 
The use of a waterfront lot as common open space for lake or stream access by the owners of lots 
that do not have frontage on a lake or stream, or by the patrons or occupants of a public or private 
campgrounds and resorts. 
 
Lot 
 
A measured portion of land that is a 
numbered lot in a platted subdivision, a 
condominium unit in a condominium 
subdivision building site in a site 
condominium project, or a parcel of land 
described by metes and bounds. Amended 
June 8th 2004 
 
Lot, Corner 
 
A lot or building site at which has frontage on 
two intersecting public or private roadways, 
or which has frontage on a curving roadway, 
provided that such frontage has an interior 
angle at the curve of less than 135 degrees. 
Amended June 8th 2004 
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Lot, Through 
 
A lot or building site other than a corner lot having frontage on two non-intersecting public or 
private roadways. Amended June 8th 2004 
 
 
Lot Line, Front 
 
That property line separating a lot from a public or private road right-of-way.  On a corner lot, the 
front lot line shall be those property 
lines separating the lot from both road 
rights-of-way. 
 
Lot Line, Side 
 
That property line that is neither a 
front or rear lot line. 
 
Lot Line, Rear 
 
That property line which is opposite 
and most distant from the front lot 
line.  On a corner lot, the Zoning 
Administrator shall determine a 
property line, other than a front lot 
line, that will serve as the rear lot line.  
In the case of a non-residential corner 
lot, or permitted non-residential use in 
a residential zoning district, the 
Planning Commission shall determine 
which lot line, other than a front 
property line, that will serve as the rear lot line. 
 
Lot, Water Abutting 
 
A lot abutting a lake or stream. 
 
Lot of Record, Lawful 
 
A lot which has been recorded in the office of the Oceana County Register of Deeds on or before 
the effective date of this Ordinance. 
 
Lot Width 
 
The horizontal distance between side lot lines measured perpendicular to the side lot line, at the 
front yard setback line, and remaining undiminished between that setback line and the rear lot line.  

 



 

GOLDEN TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE Page | 12 
 

Mini storage facility  
 
A building or group of buildings for rent or sale to the public for storage of personal property, not as 
an accessory building or use. 
 
Mobile Home 
 
A single family dwelling unit of a type and quality conforming with the United States Department of 
Housing and Urban Development mobile home construction and safety standards, being 24CFR 
3280, as amended, and which is transportable in one or more sections and designed to be used as 
a dwelling with or without a permanent foundation.  A mobile home is not a recreational vehicle. 
 
Mobile Home Park 
 
A lot on which three (3) or more mobile homes are located on a continual, non-recreational basis, 
and which is offered to the public for that purpose regardless of whether a charge is made 
therefore, together with any building, structure, enclosure, street, equipment, or facility used or 
intended for use incidental to the occupancy of a mobile home. 
 
Motel 
 
A business establishment providing lodging for the travelling public with parking facilities 
contiguous to the motel building.  A motel may provide on premise food service or restaurant 
facilities for use by lodgers and other patrons, and may or may not provide on premise recreational 
facilities for use by patrons such as swimming pools and tennis courts.  For the purpose of this 
Ordinance "motel" and "hotel" are considered synonymous. 
 
Nonconforming Building or Structure 
 
A lawfully established building, structure, or portion thereof that lawfully existed before the effective 
date of this Ordinance, and that does not meet the floor area, setback, parking or other 
dimensional regulations for the zoning district in which it is located. 
 
Nonconforming Lot of Record 
 
A lawfully established lot of record that does not meet the area and width requirements of the 
zoning district in which it is located. 
 
Nonconforming Use 
 

A use of land, or use of land and buildings, which lawfully existed before the effective date of this 
Ordinance that does not conform to the use regulations of the zoning district in which such land is 
located. 
 

Ordinary High Water Mark 
 

The line between upland (land lying above the ordinary high water mark) and bottomland (land 
lying below the ordinary high water mark) which persists through successive changes in water 
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levels, below which the presence and action of water is so common or recurrent that the character 
of the land is marked distinctly from the upland and is apparent in the soil itself, the configuration of 
the surface of the soil and the vegetation.  
 

Parcel 
 

A lot. 
 
Park, Private 
 

A lot contiguous to or located in a subdivision, condominium subdivision, or other condominium 
project that is owned by a property owner's association or condominium association that is 
exclusively designated and used for passive and active recreation by association members and 
which may or may not include bathhouses, picnic pavilions, and restroom facilities. 
 

Park, Public 
 
A publicly owned lot designated and used by the public for historic or recreational activities which 
may or may not include museums, bathhouses, picnic pavilions and restroom facilities. 
 

Planning Commission 
 
The Golden Township Planning Commission. 
 

Public Utility 
 

Any firm, corporation, municipal department, or board authorized to furnish and furnishing water, 
natural gas, propane gas, telephone, electricity, sewage disposal, or other utility services to the 
public. 
 
Recreational Vehicle 
 

A motorized or non-motorized vehicle or prefabricated portable structure such vehicle or structure 
being less than 12 feet wide designed and intended for use as a temporary living quarters for 
recreational, camping, or travel use, including travel trailers, pop-up camper trailers, motor homes, 
and truck-mounted campers. (Amended 5/8/2001) 
 

Resort 
 
A business establishment that provides temporary lodging accommodations, with or without meals 
and other services, for the travelling public.  For the purpose of this Ordinance a resort can provide 
lodging accommodations in a single building having several separate lodging accommodations, in 
separate buildings each providing an individual lodging accommodation, or by a combination of 
lodging accommodations and campsites, and which may also provide on-premise recreational 
facilities such as swimming pools, tennis courts, and similar facilities. 
 

Restaurant 
A business establishment where food and drink is prepared, served and consumed primarily within 
the principal building. 
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Retirement Community 
 
One or more one-story buildings comprised of Senior Independent Dwelling Units and which may 
also house central food service, exercise and social activity facilities.  A Retirement Community is 
not a facility licensed by the state of Michigan to provide full-time, intermediate or extended nursing 
and/or medical care to persons who by reason of chronic illness, infirmity or advanced age are 
unable to care for themselves. (amended 11/30/00) 
 
Road, Private 
 
Any road or thoroughfare for vehicular traffic that is privately owned and maintained, and that 
provides the principal means of access to abutting properties. 
Road, Public 
 
Any road, street or thoroughfare for vehicular traffic that is publicly owned and maintained, and that 
provides the principal means of access to abutting properties. 
 
Roadside Farm Stand 
 
A booth or other enclosure located on a farm from which farm produce and farm products are sold 
to the general public. 
 
Setback 
The distance between a lot line and the nearest point of a building or structure. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Setback Line 
 
An imaginary line situated at ground level and parallel to a lot line or building site  beyond which no 
portion of a building or structure may be located except as otherwise provided for in this 
Ordinance.  Amended June 8th 2004. 
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Setback, Front 
 
The linear distance measured between a front lot line or building site and any portion of a building 
or structure. 
Amended June 8th 2004. 
 
Setback, Rear 
 
The linear distance measured between a rear lot line or building site  and any portion of a building 
or structure 
Amended June 8th 2004. 
 
Setback, Side 
 
The linear distance measured between a side lot line or building site  and any portion of a building 
or structure. 
Amended June 8th 2004. 
 
State Licensed Residential Facility 
 
A structure constructed for residential purposes licensed by the state pursuant to Act 287 of  
P.A. of 1972 as amended, and Act 116 of P.A. of 1973 as amended, which provides resident 
services for six (6) or less persons under 24-hour supervision for persons in need of such 
supervision. This definition does not include Adult Foster Care Facilities licensed by a state agency 
for care and treatment of persons released from or assigned to adult correctional institutions.  
 
Story 
 
That part of a building included between the surface of any floor and the surface of the next floor or 
the roof above.  In the case of basements where the distance from the average established grade 
to the ceiling of a story below grade exceeds five (5) feet, then the basement shall be counted as a 
story.  
 
Story, Half 
 
A story which is situated within a sloping roof, the area of which at a height of four (4) feet above 
the floor does not exceed two-thirds (2/3) of the floor area directly below it, wherein living quarters 
are used only as a part of the dwelling situated in the story below. 
 
Sign 
 
See Chapter XIV for definitions of the various types of signs regulated by this Ordinance. 
 
Street 
 
See road. 
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Structure 
 
Anything constructed or erected, the use or placement of which requires a more or less permanent 
location on the ground or attachment to something having a permanent location on the ground, 
including buildings, signs, billboards, swimming pools, gazebos, sheds, storage bins, though 
excluding fences, sidewalks, driveways and roads. 
 
Tavern 
 
Any business establishment where alcoholic beverages are sold for consumption by patrons on the 
premises. 
 
Tourist Home 
 
A private residence where lodging accommodations are provided to the travelling public for 
compensation with or without meals. 
 
Township Board 
 
The Golden Township Board of Trustees 
 
Water's Edge 
 
See ordinary high water mark. 
Wind Powered generators 
 
A structure designed and built to produce electricity. Such structure shall be operated only by wind 
power.  
Amended June 8th 2004 
 
Yard 
 
An open space on the same lot with a building that is 
unoccupied and unobstructed from the ground 
upward, except as otherwise provided herein.  The 
measurement of a yard shall be construed as the 
minimum required horizontal distance between the lot 
line and any portion of a building or structure. 
 
Yard, Front 
 
A yard occupying the full width of a lot located 
between a front lot line and any portion of a building or structure. 
 
Yard, Rear 
 
A yard occupying the full width of a lot located between a rear lot line and any portion of a building 
or structure. 
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Yard, Side 
 
A yard located between a side lot line and any portion of a building or structure. 
 
Zoning Administrator 
 
The Golden Township Zoning Administrator 
 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
 
The Golden Township Zoning Board of Appeals. 
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Chapter IV 
General Provisions 

 
4.1 Extent of Regulations 
 
The regulations contained in this Chapter shall apply to all uses in all zoning districts except as 
may be provided elsewhere in this Ordinance. 
 
4.2 Effect of Zoning 
 
No building, structure, lot, use, or development  shall be built, moved, extended, enlarged, altered, 
created, used, or occupied except in compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance. 
 
4.3 Unlawful Uses Not Authorized 
 
Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed as authorization for nor approval of the continuance 
of the unlawful use of a building, structure, or land on the effective date of this Ordinance or any 
amendment thereto. 
 
4.4 Principal Use of Property 
 
Except as permitted elsewhere in this Ordinance, no more than one principal use uses shall be 
established on any lot. 
 
4.5 Principal Use Required 
 
Accessory buildings, structures, and uses shall be established only on lots occupied by a lawfully 
established principal use. 
 
4.6 Road Frontage Required 
 
All lots shall abut an improved public or private road. 
 
4.7 Zoning Approval & Building Permits 
 
The construction of buildings and structures, and activities associated with the establishment of 
developments and uses regulated by this Ordinance shall be commenced only after zoning 
approvals required by this Ordinance and building permits required by the Oceana County Building 
Code have been obtained. 
 
4.8 Moving of Buildings & Structures 
 
The moving of an existing building or structure to a new location shall be considered an act of 
constructing a new building or structure, and all provisions of this Ordinance applicable to the 
construction of such building or structure shall apply. 
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4.9 Front Yard Setbacks on Corner 
Lots 

 
Front yard setback requirements shall apply 
to both yards fronting on road rights-of-way. 
 
 
4.10 Front Yard Setbacks on Through 

Lots 
 
Front yard setback requirements shall apply 
to both yards fronting on road rights-of-way. 
 
 
 
 

4.11 Setbacks on Water Abutting Lots 
 
On waterfront lots, all buildings and structures 
(except docks, boat houses, pump houses, and 
other structures authorized by this Ordinance) shall 
be set back at least fifty (50) feet from the water's 
edge.   
 
If a lot is separated from the water's edge by a 
public or private road right-of-way or other 
easement, and if the width of such right-of-way or 
easement when combined with zoning district 
setback regulations is less than 50 feet, then the 
above provision shall apply. 
 
4.12 Regulations Applicable to Dwellings 
 
The following regulations shall apply to all 

dwellings located outside of licensed mobile home parks. 
 
1. All dwellings shall comply with the minimum floor area requirements established by 

applicable zoning district regulations. 
 
2. All dwellings shall have a minimum width across any front, side or rear elevation of 16 feet 

at time of construction. Modular and manufactured homes must be no smaller than 16 feet 
(manufacturerôs classification) and be no older than 5 years at the time of placement. As 
amended 7-8-08. 

 
3. All dwellings shall comply with the building, electrical, mechanical, and plumbing codes 

administered by Oceana County.  In the event a dwelling is a mobile home, it shall meet or 
exceed mobile home construction and safety standards promulgated by the United States 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, being 24CFR 3280, as amended.   

 

 


